['Knowledge Infrastructure for Public Health': an advisory report from the Advisory Council on Health Research].
Social, scientific and technological developments are forcing health care systems to shift the focus from disease to health and from cure to prevention. The Advisory Council on Health Research (RGO) has published an advisory report about the knowledge infrastructure serving the needs of public health in the Netherlands. The Council's concept of public health also includes aspects such as policy and health management. The Council concludes that more research is needed on the following determinants of health: environmental issues, social factors, unhealthy behaviour and genetic factors. Intervention research must focus on health protection, health promotion and disease prevention. The public health infrastructure can be improved by amalgamating research groups, establishing departments of public health at every academic medical centre, and linking service, education and research.